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CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION 



With the covering letter of September 27th 1960 the Minister of Housing and 
Building, on behalf of the Cabinet, presented a report on physical planning in the 
Netherlands to the Second Chamber of the States General. A summary of this docu- 
ment follows. This report was compiled in reply to a motion, which was carried in 
the course of the discussions on the budget for 1958, In this motion the Government 
was invited to report on the problems of physical planning. 

The reports *The West of the Netherlands and the other Provinces" and "The 
Development of the Western Netherlands", published in the years 1956 and 1957, 
provided the incentive for this motion. These reports were the result of extensive 
studies carried out respectively by the Standing Committee, in collaboration with 
the Central Planning Bureau, and by the Working Committee for the western part of 
the country. The latter Committee was appointed by the then Minister of Recon- 
struction and Housing and was composed of representatives of various ministries, of 
the provincial governments in the West of the Netherlands and of the three large 
cities. Both reports recommend deliberate Government policy to archieve a more 
satisfactory distribution of employment opportunities and population over the country. 

The present report confines itself to the main features of national physical 
planning. It does not take into consideration questions of municipal interest, for 
example urban development, urban improvement and reconstruction. Regional pro- 
blems only are touched upon. The international aspects are still so uncertain that it 
is impossible for the time being to deal with the physical planning problems in- 
volved. 



CHAPTER n - PROBLEMS OF PHYSICAL PLANNING 



7. The Nefhertands in Western Europe 



The basic factor in the development of the Netherlands is her favourable situation 
on the great traffic routes from the European Continent to the oceans. A good deal of 
the country owes its very existence to the age-old struggle against the sea, and can 
survive only by unrelenting defence against the ocean. On the other hand, the sea as 
a traffic route has for long determined the basis of existence of the Netherlands, and the 
country* s function as a gateway to the most densely populated part of Western Europe 
is, and will remain, a major element to be considered in all problems of physical 
planning. 

Within a 600 km {373 miles) radius (less than an hour's flight by plane) of the 
mouth of the Rhine, lives a population of roughly 150 million (see Exhibit 1). equiva- 
lent to about 40 ^0 of the total population of Europe *), or to 85 ^o of the population of 
the U.S. A. 




*) Outside U.S.S.R. 
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APPEHOiK il 

Size and structure of population in a number of European countries, in 1971 



Country 


Total popijlotion 
in 1971 


Population of 
working age 


Number of 
people un 


young 
der 15 


Number of old people: 

raen of 65 and overj 

women of 60 caid over 


rr: 


In 1951 - 


= 100 


rnln 1951 


= 100 ^ 


per 1000 persons c 


f 15-64 [59 


years old 




19 51 


1971 


19 51 


1971 


Belgium 


a 


9,2 


106 


5,6 


lOO 


322 


319 


210 


285 


Denmark 


a 


4,9 


115 


3,0 


114 


422 


387 


181 


234 


West-Germany 


a 


5 1,0 


107 


31,6 


102 


363 


331 


184 


283 




b 


52,9 


111 


32,9 


106 


353 


328 


184 


281 


France 


a 


46,0 


109 


28,2 


106 


357 


413 


224 


25 3 


Greece 


a 


9.8 


123 


6,3 


130 


506 


365 


142 


193 


Great-Britain 


a 


53,4 


106 


33,4 


103 


350 


316 


212 


281 




b 


52,9 


105 


33,1 


102 


350 


316 


212 


283 


Ireland 


a 


3,7 


124 


2,2 


128 


494 


482 


218 


185 




b 


2,9 


99 


1,7 


98 


494 


479 


218 


240 


Italy 


a 


53,6 


115 


34,4 


U6 


411 


353 


162 


203 




b 


51,9 


111 


33,2 


112 


411 


354 


162 


211 


Luxembourq 


a 


0,3 


98 


0,2 


92 


290 


290 


176 


281 


Netherlands 


a 


12,9 


127 


8,0 


129 


4S3 


423 


159 


198 




b 


12,4 


122 


7,6 


123 


483 


420 


159 


205 


Norway 


a 


3,9 


118 


2,3 


112 


384 


399 


185 


261 


Austria 


a 


7,0 


101 


4,3 


98 


358 


324 


211 


292 


Portugal 


a 


10,7 


127 


6,6 


127 


480 


466 


146 


171 




h 


9,8 


116 


5,9 


114 


480 


468 


146 


190 


Sweden 


a 


7,6 


107 


4,8 


107 


366 


309 


199 


262 


Switzerland 


a 


5,2 


110 


3,2 


107 


3 65 


331 


186 


266 



a 4= excluding migration balance 
b is^ including migration balance 



Source: O.E.E^C, Demographic Trends in Western Europe, 1951—19 71 (1956). 



